
GIVE NOW WHERE TO GIVE WAYS TO GIVE

BREAKING THE 
CYCLE. CHANGING 
LIVES. 
An opportunity for higher education.

As a land-grant institution, Clemson University 
was committed from its inception to serve 
South Carolina’s rural communities by providing 
small farmers with practical knowledge 
and research. That mission has evolved and 
expanded over the years as Clemson has grown 
and the dynamics of South Carolina have 
changed.

Among Clemson’s ongoing initiatives is 
increasing the number of South Carolina 
students who attend and graduate from college, 
in part by providing those in underserved 
communities with the guidance and tools needed 
to pursue higher education. The goal is to turn 
these students into citizens who will return to 
their communities to motivate and inspire more 
young people to follow the same path.

EMERGING 
SCHOLARS
SCHOLARSHIPS

Emerging Scholars was among the first programs to plant the seed for higher education within 
these communities. Since it was founded in 2002, the program has grown and spread the seeds of 
education to a generation of students. 

From its inception, the program has been consistently steering high school students from South 
Carolina’s Interstate 95 Corridor — a chain of predominantly poor, rural counties running from 
the North Carolina border down through South Carolina to its southern tip at the Georgia 
border — into attending college. The Emerging Scholars Program has been established within 
seven high schools in Allendale, Bamberg, Dillon, Hampton and Marlboro Counties and is 
comprised of mostly African American students (99 percent).  

The Emerging Scholars Program aims to establish a college-going culture among selected 
program participants through academic enrichment, developing leadership skills and increasing 
college preparedness. Rising high school sophomores in the program attend a weeklong session 
on the Clemson campus during the summer, taking reading, writing and math classes and 
participating in team-building exercises. The next summer, it’s a two-week session, and the 
following summer there’s a three-week session before their last year of high school.

By the time participants finish the third session, they’re familiar with the academic and social 
ins-and-outs of higher education. The overall goal of the program is not to lead students to 
Clemson, but to any place of higher education. The results have been impressive: 100 percent 
of the Emerging Scholars students (more than 700) have graduated from high school, and 90 
percent of these students attend college or join the military their first year out of high school. 

A PERMANENT CHANGE. 
In 2015, there were six Emerging Scholars enrolled at Clemson University. Four years later,       
the University will have nearly 50 Emerging Scholars with full scholarships.  

Emerging Scholars recognizes the need for change and breaking the cycle of poverty         
through education.  

Even more, the cycle of under-education is being broken with these families and their 
communities. Since its beginning, Emerging Scholars has seen these results: 

• 100 percent of the Emerging Scholars students have graduated from high school. 

• 90 percent of these students attend college or join the military their first year out of high 
school. 

• 79 percent of the program participants who matriculated to some form of postsecondary 
school after graduation went to either a research institution or a four-year college/university.

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
For many students in the state’s poorest counties, the cycle of high poverty levels and even 
higher dropout rates continue today. Emerging Scholars is changing that. But we can’t do it without 
you. Your investment in Emerging Scholars will help these students receive the scholarships 
needed to attend Clemson, and it will allow students who need the mentoring, encouragement and 
direction of this program to succeed where others in their community may fail. 

With the right motivation and support, these students have the potential to become, in many 
cases, the first in their family to attend college. You can make their dreams a reality. By investing 
in scholarships for Emerging Scholars, you have an opportunity to have a lasting impact on a life, 
a family and our state. It is an investment in a program with a proven track record. And it is an 
investment in the future of us all. 

THE GOAL IS TO TURN THESE STUDENTS INTO CITIZENS WHO WILL RETURN 
TO THEIR COMMUNITIES TO MOTIVATE AND INSPIRE MORE YOUNG PEOPLE TO 
FOLLOW THE SAME PATH.

BY INVESTING IN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR EMERGING SCHOLARS, YOU HAVE 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A LASTING IMPACT ON A LIFE, A FAMILY AND            
OUR STATE.

https://cualumni.clemson.edu/give/?
https://www.clemson.edu/giving/where-to-give/
https://www.clemson.edu/giving/ways-to-give/
https://www.clemson.edu/giving/

